
Volume 2 -Issue: II                                   www.lexbonafide.com                                   ISSN: 2582-7952 

 

 

 

ONLINE OPEN ACCESS PEER-REVIEWED LAW 

JOURNAL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ISSN: 2582-7952 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         VOLUME 2 : ISSUE II 

 

http://www.lexbonafide.com/


Volume 2 -Issue: II                                   www.lexbonafide.com                                   ISSN: 2582-7952 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Email: support@lexbonafide.com 

Website: www.lexbonafide.com 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 
 

 

 

 

No part of this publication may be reproduced or copied in any 

form by any means without prior written permission of Editor-in- 

chief of Lex Bona Fide – The Law Journal. The Editorial Team 

of Lex Bona Fide holds the copyright to all articles contributed 

to this publication. The views expressed in this publication are 

purely personal opinions of the authors and do not reflect the 

views of the Editorial Team of Lex Bona Fide.Though all efforts 

are made to ensure the accuracy and correctness of the 

information published, Lex Bona Fide. shall not be responsible 

for any errors caused due to oversight or otherwise. 

http://www.lexbonafide.com/


Volume 2 -Issue: II                                   www.lexbonafide.com                                   ISSN: 2582-7952 

 
EDITORIAL TEAM 

 

 

 
 

EDITOR IN CHIEF 

Name – Mr. Neeraj Kumar Gupta 

Asst. Professor Institute of Law, Nirma University 

LL.B., LL.M  
Email - editorinchief@lexbonafide.com 

 

 

 

SENIOR EDITOR 

Name – Mr. Vikas Guru 

Chartered Accountant(CA)||Founder & Editor of Income Tax 

Judgement Fortnightly Journal 

Email – vikasguruca@gmail.com 

  

 

SENIOR EDITOR 

Name – Ms. Pankhuri Agrawal 

Ph.D Scholar(NALSAR), LL.B., LL.M (NLSIU) 

Email - pankhuri11agrawal@gmail.com 

 

 

SENIOR EDITOR 

Name – Mr.Franz D. Kaps 

Associate at DLA Pipers | Arbitration |Frankfurt, Germany  

Email – franz.kaps@dlapiper.com 

 

 

SENIOR EDITOR 

Name – Mr. Wasim Beg 

Partner at L&L Law Offices and Ex-additional Advocate 

General (J&K)  

Email – wbeg@luthra.com 

 

SENIOR EDITOR 

Name – Mr. Swarnendu Chatterjee 

Advocate on Record, Supreme Court of India and Principle 

Associate at Saraf & Saraf Partners. 

Email – chatterjeeaor@swarnendu.co 

 

http://www.lexbonafide.com/
mailto:editorinchief@lexbonafide.com
mailto:vikasguruca@gmail.com
mailto:pankhuri11agrawal@gmail.com
mailto:franz.kaps@dlapiper.com
mailto:wbeg@luthra.com
mailto:chatterjeeaor@swarnendu.co


Volume 2 -Issue: II                                   www.lexbonafide.com                                   ISSN: 2582-7952 

 

SENIOR EDITOR 

Name – Prof. Dr. Adam Dubin 

Director & Professor of Law at Universidad Pontificia 

Comillas, Madrid, Spain 

Email – adubin@icade.comillas.edu 

 

 

SENIOR EDITOR 

Name – Mr. Vatsal M. Parikh 

Practicing Advocate Gujarat HC ||LL.B., LL.M  

Email – vatsalparikh93@gmail.com 

 

 

 

SENIOR EDITOR 

Name – Ms. Parita Goyal 

Arbitration & Cross Border Dispute Resolution | B.A. LL.B. , 

LL.M (Queen Mary University, London) 

Email – paritaagoyal@gmail.clm 

 

 

SENIOR EDITOR 

Name – Mr. Spandan Saxena 

Associate at Indus Law | BBA LL.B 

Email – spandan.saxena96@gmail.com 

 

 

 

EDITOR 

Name – Ms. Bhavya Sharma 

B.Com. LL.B.(Hons.), Institute of Law, Nirma University 

Email - bhavyasharma0396@gmail.com 

http://www.lexbonafide.com/
mailto:adubin@icade.comillas.edu
mailto:vatsalparikh93@gmail.com
mailto:paritaagoyal@gmail.clm
mailto:spandan.saxena96@gmail.com
mailto:bhavyasharma0396@gmail.com


Volume 2 -Issue: II                                   www.lexbonafide.com                                   ISSN: 2582-7952 

 
 

 

 

          ABOUT US 

 
LEX BONA FIDE - LAW JOURNAL is an open 

access, peer- reviewed and refereed journal provide 

dedicated to express views on topical legal issues, 

thereby generating a cross current of ideas on emerging 

matters. This platform shall also ignite the initiative and 

desire of young law students to contribute in the field of 

law. The erudite response of legal luminaries shall be 

solicited to enable readers to explore challenges that lie 

before law makers, lawyers and the society at large, in 

the event of the ever changing social, economic and 

technological scenario. 

 
 

With this thought, we hereby present to you 

 
LEX BONA FIDE: LAW JOURNAL

http://www.lexbonafide.com/


Volume 2 -Issue: II                                www.lexbonafide.com                                      ISSN: 2582-7952  

6  

 

 

LOVE JIHAD: A CONTROVERSY OR A CRIME 

(* Rashi Baisla & * Aditi Tyagi, LL.M, Banasthali Vidyapith) 

 

ABSTRACT 

Love jihad has always been considered a mere Islamophobic conspiracy theory developed by 

Hindu ideology. But with a recent increase in cases, it should be considered as a criminal 

activity. This paper covers how love jihad is so much more than a suggestive conspiracy theory, 

but a crime. This paper also discusses how the Anti Conversion laws introduced by some State 

legislatures are not religious biased but for every individual irrespective of their religious 

beliefs if they force others for conversion into their religion and help to provide justice to 

victims of such crime. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Love jihad also known as Romeo jihad is explained by Wikipedia as an Islamophobic 

conspiracy theory developed by Hindutva ideology. According to Wikipedia, this conspiracy 

theory purports that Muslim man targets Hindu women into marriage and forceful conversion 

into Islam, by using the means of fraud, misrepresentation, concealment, undue influence, 

incitement. There is an ongoing debate between the right-winged people or left-wing people or 

in other words the liberals, Whether Love jihad is just an Islamophobic conspiracy or a crime. 

 

THE CONCEPT OF LOVE JIHAD 

Though there is no such definition of love jihad nor there is any legislature that defines love 

jihad as a crime and thus there is no strict definition to explain the concept of love jihad. But in 

general love jihad is noted as an alleged activity where the young Muslim boys use emotional 

connections to trap Hindu girls into the net of fake love to convert them into Islam.  

The concept of love jihad came into the limelight in 2009 since then these two sides are 

involved in this ongoing debate about the existence of love jihad. 

The liberals always have a very open-minded view on love jihad and consider it as an 

Islamophobic conspiracy theory developed by Hindu ideology. They claim that “it is just to 

keep up the power of patriarchy and to uphold that women should never be allowed to choose”.  

But deceiving someone, marrying them And forcing the conversion of religion, Is not just a 

conspiracy but a criminal act. 

 

SOCIETAL VIEW 

Wikipedia which is the biggest Internet-based encyclopaedia, define love jihad as an 
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Islamophobic conspiracy but not as a criminal act. This definition by Wikipedia can change the 

societal view of love jihad[1]. Shashi Tharoor who is a member of the Lok Sabha and a former 

international diplomat, Says that love jihad is an absurdity as a preposition[2]. He even called it 

An act of pure communalism, poisonous rhetoric Intended to polarise the people and opinions 

among communities. Many political leaders considered love jihad as Amir conspiracy.  Even 

the love jihad ordnance face the biggest backlash, Saying the love jihad ordnance is the latest 

weapon of the Uttar Pradesh government for the furtherance in the battle of Hindu nationalism. 

Charu Gupta who is a historian at the University of Delhi said in her research “Myth of love 

jihad”[3]  Saying “when a Hindu man marries a Muslim girl, it is always portrayed as romance 

and love by Hindu organisations while when the reverse happens it is depicted as coercion”.  

The majority population of India considers love jihad as an Islamophobic conspiracy by the 

current central government of the Bhartiya Janta Party in the furtherance of Hindu nationalism. 

 

RECENT CASES OF LOVE JIHAD 

• In Jharkhand, the boy named Ranjit Kohli marry Tara Shadeo ( National level shooter) 

According to Hindu law but later on Tara found that he belongs to the Muslim faith and 

his original name is Raqibul Hasan Khan and after this, he started torturing Tara for the 

conversion of her religion in Muslim. 

• In Bareilly, a girl met a boy named golu in the gym where the boy used to pretend 

himself to be a Hindu by wearing a tika on his forehead and Raksha sutra on hand but 

later on it was found that he belong to the Muslim community and forced that girl to eat 

beef and convert her religion too. 

• Recently in August 2020, a 25 years old Hindu girl married a man named Goldie But 

later on came to know that he was a Muslim named Nawaz Uddin who concealed his 

identity before marrying and impregnating her. When she came to know his reality, she 

resented. He even started to torture her to convert herself into Islam and later on threw 

her out of the home when she was pregnant. 

 

On fourth August a case was filed by a Hindu girl of rape, fraud, intimidation and illegal 

marriage against Anwar alias Anu. She said that Anwar had introduced himself as a Hindu and 

raped her for several months and later on forced her to  

• Convert herself into a Muslim and get married later he refused to take her with himself. 

• In Madhya Pradesh, a Hindu girl Filed a complaint against Shaukat Ali and four others 

for torturing and exploiting her. She claimed that the man introduced himself as a 

Kashmiri Hindu initially, named Sahil and Married her. But later on after marriage, he 

forced her to convert to Islam and physically assaulted her. 

http://www.lexbonafide.com/


Volume 2 -Issue: II                                www.lexbonafide.com                                      ISSN: 2582-7952  

8  

• On 12th September in Lucknow, a Hindu Girl named Puja committed suicide, after she 

married a Muslim man Aftab Siddiqui, along with his family forced pooja to accept 

Islam for a long time that she was tired of to end this hassle by committing suicide. 

• In Kerala, a 19 years old Hindu girl was raped by her 21-year-old Muslim boy who was 

her classmate and also clicked her nude pictures With which he forced her and he 

threatened her that he will upload these pictures on social media if she refused to accept 

Islam. 

  

Many other cases are alleged to be related to love jihad. There have been more than twenty 

cases in the last few months that follow a similar pattern of concealing identity followed by 

marriage and then tortured to convert to Islam. The series of such conversions are not limited to 

Hindu women but many Christian women from Kerala became its victim. 

 

 LAWS RELATED TO LOVE JIHAD 

Article 25 guarantees the freedom of conscience, The freedom to professes, practice and 

propagate religion to all citizens. This article provides that every religious denomination has the 

following rights, subject to morality, health and public order. 

Article 25 gives the freedom of religion but it does not provide any right to an individual of 

forcing conversion into their religion. According to the courts, the right to conscience and 

religion Also means that one person’s religious right cannot infringe upon the right of another. 

• Anti Conversion laws: 

The primary object of anti-conversion laws introduced by various state legislatures is just to 

Prevent forceful conversions. 

After the state government of Uttar Pradesh introduced The Uttar Pradesh prohibition of 

unlawful religious conversion bill 2021, a law against forceful religious conversion through 

marriage. This bill outlaws conversion through marriage, deceit, coercion, or enticement.  

In the case of Lily Thomas versus the union of India, the Supreme Court held that the “ 

conversion for the sake of marriage was not acceptable”. 

The bill introduced by the Uttar Pradesh government has been followed by other four states 

ruled by BJP including MP and Assam Represent their intention to make strict laws against this. 

The ordinances passed by the State government of Uttar Pradesh On love jihad Say that the 

defendant has to prove that the conversion is not for marriage and it is neither forcefully normal 

malicious. If a person fails to prove that then such person is subjected to imprisonment for 1 to 

five years this imprisonment can be of three to 10 years if the woman belongs to the SCs/STs 

community and the notice of such conversions should be given to the district magistrate two 

months before the conversion. This step has been taken to ensure justice for women and to 
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reduce such unlawful conversions. 

• The Prohibition of Unlawful conversion bill 2020: 

1. Its purpose is to protect the citizen from the unlawful conversion of religion. It’s not religious 

bias as it will punish individuals irrespective of their religion but based on forcing someone To 

convert their religion only for the sake of marriage and not on his/ her Own will of converting 

his/Her religion. 

2. It will mandate the couple who wants to convert their religion before marriage to inform 

about such to the district magistrate that too before two months. Violation of this will lead to, 6 

months to 3 years of imprisonment with a ₹10000 fine. 

3. It will provide imprisonment of term 1 to ten years or a fine of 15,000 rupees to 50,000 

rupees accordingly. 

4. Specified division of punishment is one to five years of imprisonment with a fine of 15,000 

rupees in case of forced conversion;  

3 to 10 years of imprisonment with a fine of ₹50,000 in case of mass forced conversion; 

Three to ten years of imprisonment in the case of minors or women belonging to SC/ST.  

5. It declares that the marriage will be considered null and void in the eyes of law if the 

conversion is found forceful. 

View on the above-discussed bill: 

• “The bill in any way didn’t restrict on the inter-religious marriage”[4], said J. Aditya 

Mittal (Head of U.P. Law Commission) 

• “The bill is the major requirement of the state at present”[5], said Deputy Chief Minister 

Keshav Maurya. 

  

 

 

SUGGESTIONS 

Love jihad is needed to be defined as a criminal activity and should not be considered as a mere 

conspiracy theory that is claimed to be developed by Hindutva ideology. The recent increase in 

cases alleged to be of love jihad should be taken into consideration and by these anti-conversion 

laws, justice can be provided to the victims. These anti-conversion laws will throw some light 

on sensitive issues and spread some social awareness among the people. 

 

CONCLUSION 

For the longest time love jihad is considered to be an absurd conspiracy theory by the right-

wing people. Even with the recent increase of love jihad cases, it is still considered an 

Islamophobic conspiracy theory. The Special Marriage Act requires no conversion for marriage 
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still we are facing such a situation this simply says that we need to make the facility under the 

Bill introduced by the state legislature of Uttar Pradesh, easily accessible and friendly. 

Where people are worried about ‘the rights given to the adult to choose’ Needs to understand 

that the choice here must not be derived through any sort of force, misrepresentation, fraud, 

incitement, provocation or, any other illegal means. 

The concern extended to the privacy of couples as marriage is a matter of personal liberty but 

they are ignorant of the duty of the state to ensure security, welfare and safety to its citizens, 

especially women the argument about the freedom of religion as a fundamental right but the 

interpretation are in the wrong direction. 

The main purpose of the new anti-conversion laws introduced by the state legislature is not to 

completely stop conversion but to check if the conversion is forceful or not. 
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